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The odds otherwise were in the Socialist's favour.
That the concepts of freedom and equality are
mutually destructive has been pointed out by
logicians. The proletariat of Great Britain is
divided from the ruling caste by what amounts to
a wall of race ; distinctions of character and
physique are fortified by those of language, manners
and dress. Therefore the Commons abjure all pre-
tension to equality, but have made a dogged stand
for personal liberty. The yokel who touches his
forelock to a peer would resist furiously the same
nobleman's intrusion upon the ce castle " of his hut.
No visitor of France, on the other hand, remains
unimpressed by the remarkable homogeneity of its
population. University president and Communist
taxi-driver exhibit not indeed the same quantity of
intelligence, but something approaching the same
quality. The observances and phraseology of
politeness are identical from Boulevard Saint-
Germain to Rue Victor Masse. The Frenchman's
most passionate instinct is that of equality ; he
tends, in comparison, to allow freedom to shift for
itself. As a matter of course he accepts the idea of a
powerfully centralized government, to which he has
been inured by generations of absolute monarchy
and empire. His Constitution provides little trace
of that multiple system of balances through which
the American charter, inspired by Anglo-Saxon
dread of tyranny, sought to restrain the licence of
the Executive. The French Premier, on the con-
trary, when supported by a majority in the Lower
House, is all but omnipotent. The Departments